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TA K E  A  S W I N G  AT  C A N C E R

Benefiting the North Mississippi Medical Center Cancer Care Fund



There is no such thing as a convenient time for a  
cancer diagnosis, but for Penny Harper of Pontotoc it 
came at a time when she and her family were already 
struggling.  
   In August 2018, Harper and her family were living with her 
mother so she could help care for her. Harper’s husband had  
recently lost his job and the family was uninsured.  
   Jamie Grissom, NMMC oncology social worker, helped Harper 
when she needed it most. Harper is a patient of oncologist  

Julian Hill, M.D., who is heavily involved 
with the Health Care Foundation of North 
Mississippi’s efforts. 
    While Harper’s cancer treatments moved 
forward, Grissom obtained medication 
vouchers for pain and nausea prescriptions,  
a wig for when her hair fell out, and groceries 
through the Hope Food Pantry, which  
provides food for patients at NMMC Cancer 
Care.  

    Grissom was able to use funds from the NMMC Cancer Care 
Fund to help Harper with other emergent needs, like gas cards to 
help her get to and from treatment and purchasing propane gas to 
help heat their home in winter.  
   Just a few weeks ago, her mother’s home burned, and NMMC 
Cancer Care staff rallied to help her through that as well.  
   “You just don’t know how much it affected my life to know that 
someone was there for us when things were so hard,” Harper says.  
   Harper was just one of about 250 patients who needed help in 
other areas of their life while they were undergoing treatment. The 
NMMC Cancer Care Fund provided them more than $320,000 in 
assistance in 2019. 
   “I meet with patients on a daily basis who are facing financial 
struggles because of their cancer treatment,” Grissom says.  
“Cancer treatment comes with so much worry and stress. It is  
such a blessing when I am able to tell a patient that this fund  
will cover a bill for them or help them in other ways torelieve  
some of the financial burden. The Cancer Care staff is grateful  
to those of you who participate in these events so that we have  
the resources to help our patients get through difficult times.” 

The More Things  
Change, the More  
They Stay the Same 
   In the 25 years since the 
Take a Swing at Cancer 
Golf Tournament began, 
many things have changed. 
Cancer treatment has  
improved and become 
more targeted and individu-
alized. The golf tournament 
has grown into the largest 
golf amateur event in  
Mississippi. Through it  
all, one thing that hasn’t 
changed is the need for a  
patient assistance fund.  
   In 1993, the NMMC Cancer Care physicians and staff knew they 
had many patients who needed their help beyond just treating 
their cancer.  
   That year, the staff gathered items from home and held a  
rummage sale in the Cancer Center’s parking lot. They sold hot 
dogs and drinks, and someone donated a recliner for a raffle.  
   Ray Reed, M.D., radiation oncologist, and Charles Montgomery, 
M.D., medical oncologist, were instrumental in growing that fund.  
   “The next year we had a silent auction and dinner at my house,” 
Dr. Reed said. “It was such a grassroots effort.” 
   Dr. Montgomery recalls one early patient that they were able to 
help with an air conditioner. “He was an older man and living in a 
trailer in Mississippi in the summer. I bet it was 120 degrees in 
there,” he said. “We saw things like that going on and every now 
and then we would take up money to try to help people, but we 
needed more.” 
   “Starting these fundraisers was our ‘rag-tag’ attempt to take care 
of these people and meet their unmet needs,” Dr. Reed says. 
“Without help, people can be devastated by the costs associated 
with cancer treatment. The last thing you want to have to worry 
about is money. We are glad to be able to tell people that they can 
focus on their health and help them get through.” 
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Sponsorship & Registration Form 
 
Thank you for your support of the 2020  
Take a Swing at Cancer Golf Tournament.  
 
Please fill out the form below, and mail to 
Health Care Foundation, 830 S. Gloster St.,  
Tupelo, MS 38801. You may also register online 
at www.nmhsfoundation.org. Forms may also 
be dropped off at the HCF office, 1016 N. 
Gloster St., Tupelo. 
 

Check all that apply. 
Sponsorship: 
 ■ Masters ($10,000)          ■ Ace ($7,500) 
 ■ Double Eagle ($5,000)    ■ Eagle ($2,500)  
 ■ Birdie ($1,500)             ■ Par ($1,000) 
 

Tournament Weekend Options: 
 ■ Stay & Play ($3,500) 
 ■ Sunday Evening Patrons and Sponsors Gala 
     and lodging for two ($450 per couple) 
 ■ Gala only ($150 per person) 
 ■ Tennis Tournament ($75 per day or 
     $100 for both days)    
     ■ Sunday   ■ Monday   ■ Both days 
 ■ Four Person Scramble ($1,500 team) 
     ■ Old Waverly ■ Mossy Oak    
     ■ Morning ■ Afternoon  
 
Registration: 

Name:__________________________________________________ Phone:________________  

Email address:______________________ Address:____________________________________    

Name:__________________________________________________ Phone:________________  

Email address:______________________ Address:____________________________________    

Name:__________________________________________________ Phone:________________  

Email address:______________________ Address:____________________________________    

Name:__________________________________________________ Phone:________________  

Email address:______________________ Address:____________________________________    
 

Payment Method: 
 ■  Check enclosed (payable to HCF) 
 ■ Invoice ($1,500 or more may be paid in three monthly installments) 
 ■ Credit card number_____________________________ CSV Number___________ 
 ■ Visa     ■ MasterCard     ■ American Express   

     Expiration Date:___________  Amount:____________   

     Signature:____________________________________ 
 

Contributions to the Health Care Foundation  
are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Events Schedule 
 

Sunday, May 3 
Vendor village 
1-3:30 p.m.  
Old Waverly Driving Range 
Hors d’oeuvres, Bloody Mary bar 
and networking 
 

Stay & Play 
A team of four can play in the Sunday 
medal play tournament; attend the  
Patrons & Sponsors Gala; have 
overnight accommodations, breakfast 
and play in the Monday four-person 
scramble. 
 

Patrons & Sponsors Gala 
Join us for cocktails, food, music and  
a live and silent auction. The auction 
will include autographed sports  
memorabilia, local art, pottery,  
hunting getaways, beach vacations  
and much more. 
 

Monday, May 4 
Four-person Scramble  
Morning & afternoon flights 
Shotgun start: 8:15 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
Old Waverly or Mossy Oak  
Each golf team includes: 
• 18 holes of golf 
• Registration gift 
• Breakfast/lunch awards event 
• First and second place prizes 
• Longest Drive Contest 
• Closest-to-the-Pin Contest 
• Hole-in-One Contest 
 

Tennis Tournament 
2-4:30 p.m. Sunday, May 3 
9-11:30 a.m. Monday, May 4 
Mixed doubles format with first and 
second place winners both days. 
Teams will be put together based on 
skill level by a tennis pro. 
$75 per day/$100 for both days  
Includes beverages & registration gift 
  

Sponsorship Opportunities  
Masters . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000 

Event Presenting Sponsor(s) 
3 foursomes • Premium signage  

Ace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500 
Official Lunch/Dinner Sponsor(s) 
2 foursomes • Premium signage  

Double Eagle  . . . . . . . . . .$5,000 
Official Courtesy Cart Sponsor(s) 
2 foursomes • Premium signage  

Eagle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,500 
Official Driving Range(s)  

or Putting Green Sponsor(s) 
1 foursome  

Birdie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500 
Hole Sponsorship(s) 

1 foursome  
Par  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000 

 Hole Sponsorship(s) 
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