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TAKE A  SWING AT  CANCER

The world around us  
may have changed, but  

our mission has not.  
Even though we cannot gather safely  

this year for the Take a Swing at Cancer 
golf tournament weekend, our efforts  
to help those in our community who  
are battling cancer has not wavered.  

Thank you for  
believing in us.  

Together, we can all do our part to 
make a real impact on the people 

in our community.  
Please consider making  

a donation to the  
NMMC Cancer Care Fund – 

the need is greater than ever.



There is no such thing as a convenient time 
for a cancer diagnosis, but for Penny Harper 
of Pontotoc it came at a time when she and 
her family were already struggling.  
   In August 2018, Harper and her family were living with her 
mother so she could help care for her. Harper’s husband had  
recently lost his job and the family was uninsured.  
   Jamie Grissom, NMMC oncology social worker, helped Harper 
when she needed it most. Harper is a patient of oncologist  

Julian Hill, M.D., who is heavily involved 
with the Health Care Foundation of North 
Mississippi’s efforts. 
    While Harper’s cancer treatments moved 
forward, Grissom obtained medication  
vouchers for pain and nausea prescriptions,  
a wig for when her hair fell out, and groceries 
through the Hope Food Pantry, which  
provides food for patients at NMMC Cancer 
Care.  
    Grissom was able to use funds from the 

NMMC Cancer Care Fund to help Harper with other emergent 
needs, like gas cards to help her get to and from treatment and 
purchasing propane gas to help heat their home in winter.  
   Then, her mother’s home burned, and NMMC Cancer Care staff 
rallied to help her through that as well.  
   “You just don’t know how much it affected my life to know that 
someone was there for us when things were so hard,” Harper says.  
   Harper was just one of about 400 patients who needed help  
while undergoing treatment. The NMMC Cancer Care Fund  
provided more than $320,000 in assistance in 2019. 
  

The More Things  
Change, the More  
They Stay the Same 
   In 1993, the NMMC Cancer 
Care physicians and staff knew 
they had many patients who 
needed their help beyond just  
cancer treatment.  
   That year, the staff gathered 
items from home and held a  
rummage sale in the Cancer  
Center’s parking lot. They sold  
hot dogs and drinks, and someone 
donated a recliner for a raffle.  
   Ray Reed, M.D., radiation oncologist, and Charles Montgomery, 
M.D., medical oncologist, were instrumental in growing that fund.  
   “The next year we had a silent auction and dinner at my house,” 
Dr. Reed said. “It was such a grassroots effort.” 
   Dr. Montgomery recalls one early patient that they were able to 
help with an air conditioner. “He was an older man and living in a 
trailer in Mississippi in the summer. I bet it was 120 degrees in 
there,” he said. “We saw things like that going on and every now 
and then we would take up money to try to help people, but we 
needed more.” 
   “Starting these fundraisers was our ‘rag-tag’ attempt to take care 
of these people and meet their unmet needs,” Dr. Reed says. 
“Without help, people can be devastated by the costs associated 
with cancer treatment. The last thing you want to have to worry 
about is money. We are glad to be able to tell people that they can 
focus on their health and help them get through.” 

 

Penny Harper

Drs. Ray Reed &  
Charles Montgomery

Dear Supporter, 
  The coronavirus pandemic has changed everything – the way we work, play, worship, spend time with family  
and friends and more. However, while all of us have been focused on COVID-19, other things have not changed. 
People are still being diagnosed with cancer. The numbers of patients being treated at North Mississippi Medical 
Center Cancer Care has not gone down. Our social workers are still seeing patients every day who need our help. 
Additionally, because of layoffs, illness, furloughs and other economic impacts, the financial need is even greater 
than before.  
  As a committee, we know we cannot safely hold the 2020 Take a Swing at Cancer weekend events. While we are  
disappointed, we know the right thing to do is to postpone our 25th anniversary event to 2021 to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.  
  However, please consider continuing to support the NMMC Cancer Care Fund. By making a donation, you ensure 
that we are able to provide support to patients who need it. You ensure that when someone comes to one of our  
social workers and expresses a need, we are able to say, “Don’t worry, we can help.”  
  Penny Harper of Pontotoc faced a battle with cancer this year that she wanted to tell us about. Your support made 
it possible to help her through one of the most difficult times of her life. 
  Sincerely, 
  Sam Pace, M.D., 
  TASAC Chair 



 
Thank you for your support. It will make a real, tangible difference to  
our friends and neighbors. We are looking forward to celebrating with you in 
2021. Please fill out the form below, and mail to Health Care Foundation,  
830 S. Gloster St., Tupelo, MS 38801 
 
You may also donate at www.nmhsfoundation.org, or drop your form off  
at the HCF office, 1016 N. Gloster St., Tupelo. 
 
If you make a donation of $250 or more today, we will send you a  
Peter Millar golf shirt! 
 
Amount: 
■ $100       ■ $250      ■ $500       ■ $1,000       ■ Other:_______________ 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________  

Phone:_______________________ Email address:____________________________________  

Address:______________________________________________________________________    

Golf shirt size:_________________________ 

 

Payment Method: 

 ■  Check enclosed (payable to HCF) 

 ■ Invoice ($1,500 or more may be paid in three monthly installments) 

 ■ Credit card number_____________________________ CVV Number__________ 

 ■ Visa     ■ MasterCard     ■ American Express   

     Expiration Date:___________  Amount:____________   

     Signature:____________________________________ 
 

Contributions to the Health Care Foundation  
are tax deductible as allowed by law.  

100% of the donations collected through HCF  
will be distributed to the donor’s intended  
purpose. No funds collected are ever used  

for administrative costs.
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